THE FOUNDATION OF MAKE-A-WISH based on Solomon’s wish/1 Kings3:9-9/16/09
All his life, Christopher James Greicius dreamed of becoming a police officer.  But he couldn’t know that his wish would be the inspiration for the largest wish-granting organization in the world…Article from the website MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION.

The MAKE-A-WISH FOUNDATION is the largest wish-granting organization.  Since 1980, the MAW Foundation has given hope, strength and joy to children with life/threatening medical conditions.  From the humble beginnings with one boy’s wish to be a police officer, it’s evolved into an organization that grants a child’s wish in the US every 40 minutes.  In fiscal year 2007 alone, wishes were granted to 13,006 children.

President David Williams, President & CEO of MAW F, wrote “A wish granted has a deep, life-affirming impact on the wish child and family, creating the hope, strength and joy so greatly needed.  What makes each wish even more remarkable is the power to enrich so many others’s lives—from friends, volunteers and donors to sponsors and even the entire communities.”

Today, I want you to Make A Wish.  Close your eyes.  Yes, right now, make a wish.  Mentally write it on a piece of paper and mentally put it up somewhere in your home.

Okay, open your eyes.

Were you surprised about the wish you chose?  It might not be the only wish you will ever have…It might not even be the greatest wish you ever had…But, it was the wish on the top of your mind.  Don’t spend time wondering why it was there or why it popped up on a moment’s notice.  Maybe you’ve been wishing for this for a long time or maybe you
were caught off guard by your wish.  Whatever…Just honor your wish for what it is.

Wishing is a good thing!  Kids wish all the time, but, sometimes as adults, we put away

our wishes, thinking we have to reasonable adults.  Wrong!  I want to unleash your wish power!

One of my very best friends and her boyfriend spent a month or two in Thailand, living

and working at a small church-run home for orphans.  I think it was a Buddhist place yet

it welcomed Americans who wanted to come and help make a difference.  My friend who has also done 2 Peace Corps tours said that it was a very rich and rewarding experience.

Her friend, before he left, wanted each youth there to write down their dream or wish for the future and draw a picture of it.  He wasn’t in a position to make these dreams or wishes happen, but he believes there is enormous power to naming and visioning wishes.

That’s why I had you name you mentally name your wish, mentally write it down and mentally put it somewhere in your home where you can see it.  I hope that when you do get home today, that you will actually do that with what you imagined wishing for here!

When your wish comes true, I hope you will take a minute and tell me about it one day.

Michael has had a wish for a long-time to go to Alaska.  I was blessed to go with my brother Robert and daughter Melinda to Alaska on my brother’s fishing vessel.  The very day we arrived, I had to fly home for my ailing mother needed me, but just making the journey was a fantastic experience.  As you know, that dream of going to explore Alaska

is coming through for us as Mike and I will be gone from Sept. 18-Oct. 3.   It is amazing that this wish has come through for us and maybe someday we’ll talk about how God worked to put the pieces in place.   For today, let is suffice to say that it started with a wish, then spoken and then prayed for and then, in God’s good time, happening.
The foundation of make-a-wish starts with God.  When our wishes and plans align with God’s plan and wish for our lives, pretty amazing things happen and will happen.

Take, for instance, our new Biblical character for today, David’s son Solomon.  There were other sons and lots of bloody battles, but we’re going to skip over that part.  Today we meet Solomon after the kingdom was established with him.  In 3:3 we read, “Solomon
loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David…(read on p. 379)  V. 5 says “At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what I should give you…’  In v. 9 Solomon answered:  “Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”

We’ve all heard “Be careful what you wish for, for your wish just might come true.”  In

This case, God was pleased with Solomon’s answer and said, (Read v. 11 and on.)

The following verses tell us that God was so pleased for what Solomon asked, he gave

him everything else also.  V. 10 reads:  “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word.  Indeed I give you a wish and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.  I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you.  If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.”
V. 15 continues, “Then Solomon awoke; it had been a dream.  He came to Jerusalem where he stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord.  He offered up burnt offerings and offerings of well-being, and provided a feast for all his servants.”

Read Solomon’s history….

Let’s pause for a moment and close our eyes one more time.  This time, I want you to imagine not Rev. Mary asking for your wish, I want you to imagine God asking for your wish…….Go ahead, give your wish to God.  Write it down in your mind.  Now imagine pinning it up in your home in a prominent place.  Now, lay your hand on the piece of paper with your wish from God written on it, and let us pray:

Lord God, I want to be the person you want me to be.  I want to be kind and wise, loving and giving.  I ask that you bless the wish I have written down for you, and in your time and in your way, I ask that my wish be granted.  All this I pray in Christ’s name.  Amen.

Open your eyes and let’s just be quiet and peaceful for a moment as God’s presence and God’s power move through us.

Now, take your neighbor’s hand and let us join in saying “The Lord’s Prayer” together.

