PAGE  
5

NOTHING HAPPENS FOR NOTHING          August 23, 2009         Worship by the Sea
Good morning!  On this day I invite you to see the world through a different pair of eyes.
No, I’m not talking about my eyes, I am talking about the eyes of God.  Let’s begin….

Something absolutely amazing happened last Sunday and you may have noticed:  Tiger Woods, the #1 ranked golfer in the world lost the Professional Golfer’s Association Championship in Hazeltine, MN to the world’s 110th ranker golfer Y. E. Yang of South Korea.  Having won the previous two tournaments leading up the PGA, everyone thought Tiger looked unbeatable—well, almost everyone.  He had led after each of the first three rounds of the PGA and entered the final round with a two-stroke lead it was naturally assumed Tiger would coast to his  15th major championship.  But Y. E. Yang had other ideas.  In what became virtual match-play over the final 9 holes, Yang out-dueled Woods, the world’s best player…Tiger seemed to be his own worst enemy, missing putt after putt down the stretch, to surrender a final round lead which was the first time that had ever happened in Tiger Wood’s sensational career.

Prior to Sunday, 14 times Woods had led,  or held a share of the lead, going into the last round of a major tournament, he had won 14x.  Tiger was 47-3 in tournaments won when he led the 54-hole lead outright or shared it.

Y. E. Yang of South Korea went up against all those overwhelming odds at Hazeltine and won.  That made his victory not just a golf upset for all times, but a sports upset for all times.

Woods said, “I made absolutely nothing…I just have to say ‘terrible’ on the greens.  And I had it at the wrong time.  I either misread the putts or had bad putts.  I didn’t make anything except the 14th.”  The PGA Championship in Hazeltine, MN last Sunday was the backdrop for the most shocking outcome of any of the 2009 majors, gulp, and Tiger Woods went down!
Whenever something absolutely bizarre—I mean really weird--like that golf outcome-- happens, I get excited.  I begin to tingle and I start looking at the details trying to see if somehow God was involved, for whenever, things getting really extraordinary, often it’s the Spirit of God is at work!  I started looking for the story behind the story….
In one article, which I found on the internet, I discovered what I was looking for—Y. E. Yang’s account of what happened, “For me, I don’t consider myself as a great golfer.  So my goal today was just hit at least even, not go over par.  I think that’s probably the mindset that I had.”  The writer noted, “How ironic that Yang would use a classic Woods strategy—play solidly and wait for everyone else to make mistakes—against him.  Yang said that each time he’s watched Woods in the final round of a major on television, he would visualize what it would be like if he were playing alongside him. ‘I always dreamed about this…Try to visualize and try to bring up a mock strategy on how to win, if I ever played against Tiger.  When the chance came, I sort of thought, Hey, I could always play a good round of golf and Tiger could always—Tiger’s good, but he could always have a bad day.  And I guess that today was one of those days.”  Although he didn’t sleep well Saturday night, Yang said he wasn’t nervous Sunday.  “My fearlessness comes from knowing I’m doing my dream job.  And I also have this mentality where I try my best and leave no regrets.  If it doesn’t work out, then that’s that.  I leave no egrets.  So if I do have courage, that’s where it comes from.”

And with that he rode off into the sunset with his wife and three children holding a large trophy and wearing a larger smile.

Nothing happens for nothing!
Some of you out there might be thinking, “Tiger needed an attitude adjustment…Or Tiger needed to lose so he would know how he makes others’ feel…Or some of you might be thinking, Yang needed to win to give golf a boost as a sport in Asia.  No Asian man had ever won a major title although an Asian woman had in 1988…Or, still others might be thinking, ‘you win some and you lose some,’ and that’s how life goes.”

Whatever you’re thinking, its okay, just let me call your attention to what Yang did.  He

set himself up for success.  He knows he doesn’t play as well as Tiger and only got started when he was 19, unlike Tiger who grew up with a golf club in his hand from the time he could walk.  That didn’t deter Yang.  He thought to himself, “One day Tiger will have a bad day and it could just be when I am having a good day.”  So he imagined how he would play Tiger Woods when this day came—and it came on August 16, 2009 and he won and Tiger lost…not just any tourney either, it was the 2009 PGA Championship!  It was a game for the history books!!!

Yang won because he had mentally prepared for just such a time and, when his moment came, he was there, fully present, able and  ready to go…He didn’t crack under pressure!

There’s a whole other story here about Tiger Woods.  What was going through his mind?  Was he intimidated about catching up to the record of  15 major championships won by Jack Nicklaus?  Did he feel unprepared or inadequate or did he clutch under Nicklaus’ pressure and the burden of history, not of Y. E. Yang?  We may never know the answer…Nothing happens for nothing.
Now, let’s turn to our Gospel reading for today from Matthew 14:22-32.

Jesus was extremely sad for he had just learned that his cousin John the Baptist had been beheaded because of King Herod’s command.  This was the result of a young girl’s dancing for the king and an older woman Herodias’ request to get rid of John for he kept telling Herod it wasn’t right for him to have Herodias, his brother’s wife.  Which soap opera is this?  When Herodias’ daughter danced, the king became so smitten that he promised her whatever she would ask up to half his kingdom (he probably was intoxicated because giving up half your kingdom is quite excessive.) The young girl’s mother told her to ask for John the Baptist’s head on a platter.  That’s exactly what she and her mother got!  That young girl would surely have won SO YOU THINK YOU CAN DANCE!
Jesus had tried to get away by boat to a deserted place where he could be alone—I’m sure that he wanted to talk to God about all that had happened—and, he was also probably wondering if they did that to John, what kind of future could he expect?  But the crowds were always looking for Jesus, who was like a rock star then—have you seen him, where is he now, where is he going next?  Imagine if there had paparazzi!   Everyone wanted things from Jesus like healings, words of encouragement, even food to eat.  He was the one man who could fill their every need.  And then, like now, there were plenty of needs!
In this story, Jesus had just poured his energy out on the people, curing the sick and encouraging the rest.  And he had fed 5,000 men, besides women and children with five loaves of bread and a two fish.  (Try that some time and see how tired you get!)  Jesus was spent…He made even the disciples leave him, sending them out to sea, telling them to go on ahead to the other side while he dismissed the crowds.  He was absolutely determined to be alone. Our scripture says, in verse 23, “And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.  When evening came he was there alone.”  
Meanwhile, the disciples in the boat were getting frightened because it was battered by the waves, for the wind was against them.  Early in the morning, Jesus was ready to catch up with them—but how?  Well, how about walking on the water to them?  When the disciples saw someone coming to them on the sea, they were totally terrified, “It is a ghost!” they cried out in fear.  But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  
Picture yourself in the boat, it’s not a very large boat and there are perhaps eleven of you in it…It’s very dark and the waves are pushing hard against you—and suddenly a figure seems to be coming to you on the water—you would be spooked out of your mind, right?
But it isn’t a mirage or a ghost--it’s Jesus.  Wouldn’t you give a sigh of relief and praise God for now you know you will make it through the storm and back to shore again.  But, wait a minute, someone’s talking…It’s Peter, of course, and he says, “Lord, if it’s really you, command me to come to you on the water.”  What’s he thinking?!  Jesus says, “Come.” And before you know it, Peter steps over the side of the boat, out into the heaving sea and starts walking toward Jesus!

Let’s pause right here:  What is this story about?  Why is it in our scripture?  Who could

believe it?  And yet it’s here.  And it’s place follows right after the feeding of the 5,000.
Nothing happens for nothing.

Peter must have been thinking the same things:  What am I doing here?  Who do I think I am?  Who do I think Jesus is?  And, with those thoughts, he suddenly feels the strong wind, becomes frightened, and starts to sink.  He cries out, “Lord, save me!”  Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him saying to him, “You have such little faith, why did you doubt?”

  When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

Nothing happens for nothing.  
If that’s really true, was Peter a fool for not playing it safe and staying in the boat once Jesus announced his presence—or was it something else?  And what was the something else?  
Jesus saw Peter as a guy testing his faith.  And Jesus encouraged him in this.  If Peter hadn’t looked down, instead, just keeping his eyes focused on Jesus, could he have kept doing the impossible?

Why is this “silly” story even in the Bible?  Is it because Jesus is daring us, also?  
Nothing happens for nothing.

Did Y. E. Yang ever dream of doing the impossible, of defeating Tiger Woods in a major golf championship?  Why, yes, he did, didn’t he?  Did he prepare for just such a time, why yes, he did, didn’t he?  Did that day come when the 110th placed golfer in the world standings defeated the #1? Why, yes, it did, last Sunday!
What do these two stories mean for us today?  In a side note, I want to call to your attention that Matthew, Mark and John all include this story in their Gospels—but each has a different ending.  In Mark, the disciples end up hardening their hearts.  In John, nothing.  In Matthew, all the disciples worshiped!  These three reports represent the three different ways people still react to Jesus:  With disdain, with ignorance or with worship.

Is anything really possible?  For some people, the answer is “Yes!”  In Matthew 19:26

“For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.”  All things are possible!           
If you haven’t seen the 2009 Academy Award’s Best Documentary Feature “Man on Wire” I highly recommend it to you.  It is the true story of Frenchman Philippe Petit’s illegal 1974 adventure in New York City when he and some friends strung a wire between the 200 feet separating the tops of the two 110’ towers of the World Trade Center.  It took 6 years of planning and then Philippe Petit walked that wire and even did some tricks on it for a solid 45 minutes.  Just thinking of that now, as I type on my keyboard, makes my hands sweat…Petit said,  “See everyday as a true challenge and then you live your life on a tight rope.”

Nothing happens for nothing. 

This morning I invite you to begin to see the world through God’s eyes and not just your own eyes.  What does God see for you?  I repeat, What does God see for you?  Yes, in 

you, because of you, particular to you, with all God’s resources available to you?  It’s  about Y O U?

Maybe right now you are at a time in your life where you feel stuck or dead-ended or useless or frustrated.  This is NOT what God sees for you!  Statistics within the past month cited America’s high divorce rate—and high remarriage rate.  We Americans dart in and out of marriages and relationships, and then dart in and out of them again.  In other countries, if people leave marriages, they don’t dart into another right away.  I’m not here to make a judgment of anyone’s marriage—our oldest daughter taught my husband and I well when she said, “Every marriage is a foreign country and if you’re not living in that marriage, you have no idea what it’s like in that country.”

Yet, we Americans seem consumed with the idea “I can’t get no satisfaction!”  like the Rolling Stones sang in 1965.  We are so easily bored and when we get bored, we dart here and there trying to find some relief, some satisfaction.  That leads many into drugs and/or alcohol abuse.
God has so much more for us!  What if we discovered that we don’t have to change our circumstances to get satisfied, we can change the way we see things!  Yes, I know, that’s not so easy, but, oh the rewards that are waiting when we begin seeing ourselves as God sees us!  Not so long ago,  folks wore WWJD bracelets which stood for What Would Jesus Do?  I think Jesus would want us to see ourselves as the very unique and precious and gorgeous people God created us to be!  Each one of us unique and one-of-a kind—until people start getting cloned!

Let’s begin to ask ourselves, “How does God see me?”  What do I look like through the eyes of God?  What is God inviting me to be?  I wish I could tell you—no, I don’t.  I want you to discover YOU, yourself.  Discover how God sees you.  Really….
Yesterday’s internet had a story about women who are doing amazingly well also:  Mariah Carey, Martha Stewart, Jennifer Lopez, Madonna are all women who somehow catapulted themselves from where they were to more exciting, successful lives.  Shirley MacLaine wrote a book once entitled YOU CAN GET THERE FROM HERE!
But, and it’s a big BUT—You must begin to see you as God sees you!  Yes, you can dare GOD:  If it’s really you, God, command me to ______,_______,______ blah, blah, blah.

You fill in the blanks.  Your part is to prepare yourself as Y. E. Lang did, as Philippe Petit did, as Peter was trying to—and then, KEEP THE FAITH, no matter what, KEEP ON KEEPIN’ ON until your moment comes and YOU ARE THE PERSON GOD SEES IN YOU!  If you want to take yourself to the next level,  you will stand up in the face of your fears and tell God that you are willing and ready to step out in faith--then go for it! 
And, when you become the person God sees in you, don’t forget to give God the credit!

NOTHING HAPPENS FOR NOTHING!                                                                Amen.
